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School context 

St Thomas‘s is a voluntary aided school situated in Westhoughton, an area on the outskirts of 
Bolton. The community it serves comprises mainly owner occupied properties.  There are 255 
children on roll. Few children come from ethnic minority groups.  Achievement overall is good  
 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of St Thomas’s as a Church of England school 
are outstanding 

St Thomas’s has a welcoming, caring and positive ethos characterised by very good 
relationships between all members of the school community and the excellent behaviour of 
the children. Christian values underpin all policies and practices and are consistently applied. 
The school shares the use of the building with St Thomas’s Church and very positive links 
and mutual support are derived from this.  
 

Established strengths 

 The excellent relationships which exist between all members of the school and church 
community; 

 Strong and effective Christian leadership of the headteacher, and deputy headteacher 

 Worship which is lively and varied 

 Very good  approaches in teaching RE 

 Good behaviour of all the children. 
 

Focus for development 

 To articulate and celebrate the Christian values of the school more explicitly  
 

The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is outstanding at meeting the 
needs of all learners 

All stakeholders, including the children and the Parochial Church Council  have been 
consulted on the mission statement  and have a clear understanding of the values on which 
all aspects of school life  are founded.  The school shares the building with the worshipping 
community of St Thomas and the hall is therefore a constant reminder of its Christian 
foundation with banners and displays which are thought-provoking and value-laden. All 
classrooms have a display area which promotes children’s thoughts, reflections and values. 
Relationships are very good and based on high expectation and self worth.  As a result 
attainment is good.  Children describe the school as welcoming, they feel supported and 
appreciated and value the realistic targets which are set for them.  The ‘Good to be Green’ 



behaviour policy is fully understood to be rooted in the principle of fresh starts and 
forgiveness.  Older Key stage 2 children develop a very good understanding of Christianity 
because they are given the opportunity to take part in confirmation classes organised by the 
Headteacher and because the vicar takes an active part in worship and lessons. 

The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding 

Worship is well planned so that the children find it very meaningful. It is central to the life of 
the school with lively and engaging themes and approaches in which the children contribute 
and respond thoughtfully and with reverence. Singing is enthusiastic and role play is used 
very effectively to enable children to explain stories and their meaning. The use of prayer is a 
powerful experience for children of both key stages, who are able to reflect on topical events 
and global needs and to write their own intercessions for use in worship. Children gain a very 
good understanding of religion because themes reflect the Christian calendar as well as 
referring to festivals and celebrations of other faith groups.  They gain a broad awareness of 
the variety in worship through the active involvement of clergy, all staff, visitors from the 
Anglican faith group and church members. Celebration assemblies form part of the weekly 
cycle and reinforce children’s self-esteem by rewarding the achievement and positive 
contributions that children make in all aspects of school life. Spiritual development is 
promoted by the use of experiences which encourage a sense of awe and wonder, time for 
reflection, silence and prayer. Parents also value the opportunity to share these and to 
support class assemblies because they recognise the importance of them in their children’s 
education. 

The effectiveness of the religious education is outstanding 

Stimulating and innovative approaches in teaching and learning mean that pupils develop an 
enthusiastic interest in religious education and achieve very good standards. Children know 
what is expected of them because clear objectives are shared and outcomes are discussed 
with purposeful introductions and plenaries. At key stage one, children are engaged in role 
play and practical activities which encourage them to think about the story and its meaning as 
well as the feelings of the characters. First hand experience of visiting a Hindu temple and a 
Mosque were used to very effective purpose by key stage two pupils creating a power point 
to present to governors to illustrate the importance of the visits and the value of supporting 
them. This generated very purposeful discussion most notably in a question from a year 6 
pupil: ‘Is religion the same as faith?’  Clearly approaches such as these reinforce children’s 
achievement in both attainment targets by providing opportunities to learn about and to learn 
from religious themes and topics in real life situations.  There is a reliance on photocopiable 
materials at key stage one as a record of work covered but good rates of progress are clear 
and practical approaches are used well. 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church school 
is outstanding 

The headteacher and senior leadership team work very effectively in partnership with the 
governors and members of the church community to secure the enriched and developing 
Christian vision and ethos. Together they ensure that children have access to a wide range of 
experience inside and outside school. There are strong links with other schools with differing 
social, ethnic and faith communities and the shared events develop a strong sense of 
community cohesion by enabling the children to experience and identify similarities and 
differences with sensitivity and understanding.  Close links with the neighbouring schools: St 
George’s and St Bartholomew’s are valued and seen by the children as a very natural part of 
coming to school. Children show great responsibility in leadership roles: a school council is 
well established and playground pals provide good support to younger children.  ‘Take Over 
Day’ where pupils take the place of members of staff for the day is a very positive initiative 
and gives them a real insight into roles and responsibilities. Parents feel valued and 
supported by the school, they have confidence in the education their children receive and 
they appreciate the time taken by staff to understand their pastoral needs and those of their 
children. 
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